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A potted summary of The Big Three 
 
Overwhelmed by voluntary building standards?  Wary of greenwash?  Perhaps you have clients who are 
looking for something more substantial than Green Star, but you’re not sure which way to turn?   
 
Read on for a potted summary of The Big Three on the international market… Passivhaus, The Living Building 
Challenge and the more recently developed WELL building standard. 
 
 

       
 
Of the three, Passivhaus (also known as Passive House), is the oldest and the most narrowly focused.   
Passivhaus is an exceptionally rigorous standard, concentrating on comfort within a building (any building, not 
just houses).   
In this regard, application of the standard produces three key outcomes:  
1/ Consistently comfortable temperature (normally designed at around 22 deg C) 
2/ No drafts (either from outside or created internally by differences in surface temperature)  
3/ Excellent air quality (keeping CO2 levels down and attention-spans high) 
 
It does all this, while using as little energy as possible in the day-to-day running of the building, keeping the 
most significant cost of building ownership to a minimum. 
 
 

       
 
The Living Building Challenge (LBC) evolved from the question ‘What does GOOD look like?’ and is the built 
environment’s most ambitious, holistic, performance standard.  It is applicable at all scales from small 
renovations to whole cities.  
Key goals of the Living Building Challenge are communities that are: 
1/ Socially just 
2/ Culturally rich and  
3/ Ecologically restorative. 
Starting with the idea that the built environment should function as cleanly and efficiently as a flower, the 
framework is structured around seven Petals: Place, Water, Energy, Health + Happiness, Materials, Equity, and 
Beauty.  
Full certification can be achieved in its entirety, or alternatively a project can achieve Petal Certification by 
satisfying the requirements of at least three Petals. 
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The WELL Building Standard (WELL) is the first building standard to focus exclusively on the health and 
wellness of the people in buildings.  
Since we spend about 90% of our time indoors, the buildings where we live, work, learn and relax have a 
profound effect on our well-being. 
WELL is a performance-based system for measuring and certifying features of buildings that impact human 
health and well-being.  It focuses on seven concepts: air, water, nourishment, light, fitness, comfort and mind.  
Each WELL feature is designed to address issues that impact the: 
1/ Health 
2/ Comfort or 
3/ Knowledge  
of people in buildings through design, operations and behaviour. 
WELL marries best practices in design and construction with evidence-based medical and scientific research – 
using buildings and communities to support human health and well-being.  
 
 
Although separate standards, they are increasing working together.   
-Australia’s Green Building Council (promoters of the Green Star rating tool) recently announced a new 
partnership with the Passivhaus Institute, to promote ultra-low energy buildings.   
-Achieving the Passivhaus standard is an excellent way to ensure that the energy efficiency ‘petal’ of the Living 
Building Challenge is met.  
-And the International Living Future Institute (promoters of the Living Building Challenge) and the International 
WELL Building Institute have agreed to work collaboratively to promote the design, construction, and 
operation of healthy and restorative buildings. 
 
If you would like to know more or would like to investigate working with Black Pine on a certified project, 
please contact Duncan, on 0274 877 766 or duncan@blackpine.co.nz  
 

 


